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Thank you, Madame President. Aliran welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur, James Anaya 
(A/HRC/24/41). • . • 

Mr Anaya, the discrimination against indigenous peoples continues .unabated in Malaysia and the 
Malaysian Government has still not ratified ILO Convention 169. While Malaysia is forging ahead 
in order to become a developed nation by the year 2020, Malaysia's indigenous peoples are being 
left behind. . • • • 

. In 2012, the government-appointed human rights commission, Suhakam, stated tha.t "controversies 
over native land rights..are still raging with no solution in sight" and the commission's devastating 
report, released in August 2013|[1 ] admits that the indigenous peoples of Malaysia have been forced 
"to become coolies on their own land".l2] 

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) demands that 
indigenous peoples have the right to make an informed, decision prior to consenting freely about 
actions affecting their lives. Unfortunately, this right is repeatedly ignored or by-passed by the 
Malaysian government. 

Mr Anaya, Aliran is particularly concerned about the situation' in the East Malaysian states of Sabah 
and Sarawak, where indigenous peoples are facing forced displacerrient and loss of livelihood as a 
result of large extractive industries ;[3]such as timber, oil palin plantations as well as a massive plan 
for the construction of several hydroelectric dams. . , 

On 26 September 2012, 200 villagers commenced a blockade of the access roads leading to the 
Murum Dam in Sarawak, thereby halting the construction of the dam temporarily. The villagers 
were representing 1,500 indigenous people from the Penan and Kenyah communities who will lose-
their homes when the dam's reservoir is flooded. 

Their right to free prior informed consent has been totally ignored and they are currently being 
forcibly moved without any legal guarantees to back the minimal, compensation offered. 



Protests against hydro dams are also taking place in the Baram area, where 20,000 indigenous 
people could be similarly displaced as a result of these projects. In May 2013, 300 indigenous 
people from across Sarawak protested outside the International Hydropower Conference at the 
Borneo Convention Centre in Kuching asking for an end to destructive hydroelectric dams that are' 
destroying their livelihoods. Anti-dam campaigns also took place in Peninsular Malaysia, where the 
Semai communities affected by the Ulu Jelai Dam in Pahang protested that their right to free, prior': 
informed free consent had not been respected. 

In Malaysia, thugs and police harass and intimidate indigenous communities who take a stand 
against the appropriation of their native lands. 

For example. On 15 March 2012, 66 year old Surik anak Muntai, an Iban fighting for land rights in 
Melikin, Sarawak was viciously attacked by four men armed with clubs and machetes while he 
innocently waited to pick up his son from school. Sunk later identified one of the assailants as the 
"executive" allegedly of the oil palm company embroiled in a court battle over the Melikin 
villagers' NCR claims to land. Mr Muntai suffered, amongst others, splintered fractures to his wrist 
and broken knee caps. In August 2012, whistleblower website Sarawak Report identified two 
Sarawakian politicians allegedly behind the oil palm company. 

Aiiran urges the Malaysian.goYemment to hold tlie Chief Ministers of Sabah and Sarawak, Musa 
Aman and Abdul Taib'Mahmud responsible for their roles in the destruction of the Borneo 
rainforest and discrimination of the indigenous peoples who live on the land. 
We therefore call on the government of Malaysia to allow the UN Special Rapporteur on 
indigenous peoples to visit Malaysia to conduct an independent inquiry with the full cooperation of 
the Malaysian gdvernment. We urge the Malaysian government to listen to any recommendations 
made by the Special Rapporteur on indigenous rights and to ratify ILO Convention 169. 

Thank you for youi- attention, Mr Anaya and Madame President. 


